
Never Empty-handed 

Isaiah 55:11 So shall my word be that 
goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not 
return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please. 

The key word here is void - empty-handed. 
God’s Word will never return empty-handed.  
Verse 10 uses the image of rain and snow. 

Isaiah 55:10 For as the rain cometh down, and the 
snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and 
bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread 
to the eater. 

         
   

Even small the amounts do this. 
We see in this at least three principles:  

      
It is not some mystical power at work. 
It certainly is not the efforts of man.  
It is God Himself who accomplishes it. 
God plans, presents, and perfects His work.  

         
    

         
    

First, there is the sovereignty of God.

We don’t take much notice of what these do. 
But they help to bring forth vegetation.



      
     

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and 
powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and 
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

         
God does not bless methods, rather faithfulness.  
He doesn’t want simply our physical activity. 
He doesn’t need our mental productivity. 
He demands our total reliability.  
He wants to use us. 
He wants to do it His way. 
The church uses with gimmicks, gadgets, and games. 
No real results,  
Any results are temporary at best. 
And totally false at worst.  
The Word of God brings about His results.  

1 Corinthians 3:6 I have planted, Apollos watered; 
but God gave the increase. 

      

Second, the strength of God’s Word.  
How powerful God’s Word is!

Third, we see the stamina of the labourer.



1 Corinthians 3:7 So then neither is he that planteth 
any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that 
giveth the increase. 

Jesus’ parable of the vine rejects self-effort. 

John 15:4-5 Abide in me, and I in you. As the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in 
the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I 
am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth 
in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 

It’s only what God does that brings results. 
     

If only we would stop trying to do it ourselves. 
Then we would see the power of His Word 

If only we would serve Him.


